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June Board Meeting Minutes 6 | We have a very special presenter this month as our featured speaker. A 
June General Meeting Minutes 7| long time member and a great Elmer, Jim Moen K6JM invented and sells 
Ham Radio Outlet g | acircuit board called a Star Board GMSK Node Adapter. You can use 
Club Repeaters g | one of his boards to create your own D-Star Hotspot or even a D-Star re- 
Club Calendar g | Peater. The technology is amazing, and fairly simple to implement. 


Jim will explain how all this amazing technology works, as well as pro- 
vide some instruction on D-Star. 


You will find Jim to be a great speaker and find Elmer, and his skills are 
not just limited to D-Star - you might have witnessed him operating at a 
terrific pace on 40 meters during Field Day! 


Also, be sure to check out the August 2012 issue of QST magazine which 
contains an article by KB5WIA on his “Lost Coast” CM79 grid square 
expedition which he presented at our February 2012 meeting. 


Please come on out this Friday, learn something 
new, meet old friends, and make new ones! 


73, 
Jim Siemons AF6PU 
President 


PUBLIC SERVICE 
OPPORTUNITIES 


It’s that time of year when we begin organizing 
for this year’s ham radio public service events. I 
am putting together a list for the MDARC Public 
Services webpage and for The Carrier newsletter. 
Here is a sneak preview, so you can begin plan- 
ning what you would like to volunteer for. Some 
information below is not yet fully confirmed. We 
definitely appreciate and love to have your par- 
ticipation. These are great events in beautiful 
places, they are fun to do, invaluable to the com- 
munity organizations that we assist, and great op- 
portunities to use your cool ham radio equipment. 


7/22/12: Alcatraz swim. 


10/7/12: Mt. Diablo Challenge bike ride up Mt. 
Diablo, for Save Mt. Diablo. 


Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 
Public Services Coordinator 
Pharris125@ comcast.net 
925-228-4503 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all 
material submitted by the membership provided such material is in 
good taste, relevant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC 
members, and provided space is available. 


President - Jim Siemons, AF6PU 

Vice President - (vacant) 

Secretary — Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 

Treasurer - Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 

Emergency Coordinator - Tom Kramer, WA6NYP 


Director & Technical Committee Chair 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU_ wa6jau @sbcglobal.net 


Director & Education and Training Committee Chair 
John Primus, AF6RJ  af6rj @arrl.net 


Director At Large 
Ron Luttringer, KOXC 


PACIFICON 2012 

Chair: Jim Siemons, AF6PU 

Registration Chair: Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 
Treasurer: Mike Patterson, N6JGA 
Secretary: Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 
Webmaster: Ron Raines, N6QTY 
Membership Chair — Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 


The Carrier Newsletter 
Editor, Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA n4dla_cs245 @ yahoo.com 


Public Information Officer - Gene Sylls, KG6EYE 
Webmaster — Marvin Miller, WA6GBW 

Assistant Webmaster - Patrick Rigney, N6OUPS 
Repeater Trustee - Jay Caldis, KT6Y 

Youth and Education Programs — Bill Ryan, KJ6IGX 
Volunteer Examinations - George Tickner, KONHY 
Public Service - Pete Harris, KE6ZTW 

Field Day Chairs - Lauren Styles, WA6CIE and 
Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 

Communications Trailer - Brent Morgan, AF6HQ 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 
John Schuler, W6ODTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE 
CLUB YAHOO GROUP. DOWNLOAD FILES, 
INCLUDING THE CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS 
WELL AS SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE 
MEMBERSHIP AT: 


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mdarc 


VIDARC WANTS *YOU* 


TO SERVE AS A 


PACIFICON 
VOLUNTEER ! 


October 12, 13, 14, 2012 


For more information and to 
volunteer for a shift, please 
contact Sam Sampayan at 
kj6pcm @ gmail.com . 


We are hosting the ARRL National Conven- 
tion and more Volunteers are needed to help 
make Pacificon a great success. October is 
about five months away and Pacificon will be 
here before we know it. 

Some of the things we need help with are: 

e Door monitors to check registration badges 
for the Forums 

e Security to watch over the Exhibit 

Hall and Swap Meet 

e Attendants for the Registration Desk to 
process registrations and “will call” tickets 

e Talk-in staff 

No special qualifications required — only the desire 
to make this event the best Pacificon ever. There are 
many 2 and 4 hour shifts to choose from, even some 
evening security shifts. Want to see a forum? Then 
schedule a shift during it and provide a great service 
at the same time. AS an extra bonus, if you 
volunteer for a total of 8 hours, your 
$23 registration fee will be refunded! 
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President's QTC 


It is definitely great times for amateur radio! The number of new FCC licensees has really picked up in the last 
three years. At our last MDARC VE session, we had eight new Amateur Extra upgrades, alone. Between our 
VE team and our education team, we are doing great work in MDARC to get hams licensed, upgrade their li- 
censes, and spread the good word of ham radio. 

oh 2K ok 

At our last Club meeting, we had Stu Phillips K6TU, President of the Northern California Contest Club (NCCC) 
presented on how to contest. It was a great presentation, and very timely with Field Day right around the corner. 
Anyone that missed that presentation, really missed a lot! 

oh 2K ok 

Between the Club meeting and Field Day, I slipped up to Eugene, Oregon to see my niece graduate from UofO 
(go Ducks!). On the way up and down, and in Eugene proper, I discovered a plethora of terrific repeaters on 
UHF and VHF. I promise you that there are more repeaters in Eugene than my dog has fleas - and that's a sig- 
nificant number! The hams were kind, and made a visiting Californian feel welcome. When traveling, the take 
away from this is: don't forget to take your repeater directory or smartphone Freq Finder app, your HT/mobile 
rig, and a willingness to make new friends. 

oh ok 28 

MDARC knows how to do Field Day. The reality is, Field day is not 24 hours - but 48 hours, plus. You have 
all the setup and tear down, and then we stuff Field Day somewhere in the middle. This year, we went 

BIG! We featured two (2) sites. We hosted W6CX at Heather Farm Park in Walnut Creek. We worked 80 
through 10 meters pretty hard, and had lots of Get On The Air (GOTA) opportunities for visitors that wished to 
operate. The Salvation Army provided their canteen truck, and made sure that no ham went undernourished for 
the duration. On top of Mount Diablo, we had a hardcore crew that operated with the special events call of 

K6F. They had well over 150 visitors to their station, and worked hard at night to burn holes in the clouds so 
that the neighboring astronomy club could see and operate - hi hi. For me, Field Day is a magical time to get out 
of the shack and operate off the grid with some of the best men and women that you could have the privilege of 
knowing. [hope that all of you enjoyed the weekend. 

oh 2K 28 

Before the transistors in the K3 even returned to ambient temperature from Field Day, I was heading up to Loon 
Lake (near Georgetown) to ride shotgun in my buddy's 1969 Jeep CJ-5 through the Rubicon trail. The Rubicon 
is 26 miles of some of the most grueling, world-class off-roading to be found anywhere. A series of strategically 
placed repeaters on VHF and UHE have been carefully located to provide communications from Sacramento to 
Lake Tahoe basin. Using a variety of PL tones, you trigger certain repeaters, but not others. We planned on 
coming out of the Rubicon and heading home on Tuesday, but there were trail closures due to maintenance that 
our Jeep master had not anticipated, and Wednesday was the best that we could expect. I fired up the old 440 HT 
(handi-talkie) and began groveling on UHF. Apparently, no one likes to hear the kind of groveling that I can do 
- especially on UHF, and our group of four Jeeps was allowed to pass through Cadillac hill and the rest of the 
trail between Jeep-loads of rock that was being brought in by the trail maintenance committee. Ham radio saved 
the day! 

oh kK 8 

Went camping with a large contingent of friends and their families over the Fourth of July week. We were about 
26 miles north of Truckee, near the Nevada boarder. Over the last several years, I have cajoled, coaxed and con- 
vinced many of my friends to partake in the great hobby of amateur radio. At the highest point, we had over 75 
folks running around the woods in off-road vehicles, ATVs, motorcycles, canoes, and hiking. By using mostly 
simplex frequencies and some repeaters (Peavine), we had pretty comprehensive communications within the en- 
tire group at all times. This was paramount for safety, but was just plain handy for peace of mind and for plan- 
ning meals and announcing the all important dinner bell! 


I sure hope you all had a great Fourth of July, and look forward to seeing you all at the next Club meeting. Until 
our next QSO... 73, Jim Siemons, AF6PU 


Page 4 


Field Day 2012 


Heather Farms Park, Walnut Creek 


i ‘= 


PLELP PAY 


www.arrl.org 


Taking a break from the CW key is President Jim Siemons, AF6PU, along 
with Mike Reed, K6MND inside the club’s communications trailer. 
(AF9RF photo) Page 5 


MDARC Board Meeting Minutes June 4, 2012 


Presided over by Jim Siemons 
President 


Recorded by Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 
Secretary 


The meeting took place at 7:03 pm at the Black Bear restaurant in Walnut Creek, Ca. 


Attendees were - Bill Swindell Jay Caldis Ron Luttringer 
Glen Rickard Trevor Hall Misa Siemons 
Dave Gordon Tom Kramer 


There was a motion, seconded and approved, to accept the minutes from the previous month’s meeting. 


President Jim announced that the program for this month’s meeting will be about contesting. He also reported 
that we gained 15 new members at the last general meeting. 


The treasurer passed out a report of recent expenses and reported the amount of $36,604 in all accounts. This 
report was seconded and approved. 


Trevor Hall reported that the tech committee met with the landlord of North Peak. They discussed details such 
as access and equipment location. Trevor also reported that our internet access, which has been out of service 
for thirteen days, is still down. We are working with the provider. Glen suggested providing future North Peak 
service using the HSMM-MESH network. 


There was no training committee report this month. President Jim said, however, that he knows the result of the 
recent extra class training at SATERN was eight tested and six passed. 


There was no membership report, other than the previous announcement, this month. 
There was a suggestion to identify Elmers in the Carrier so new hams could contact them for help. 
Tom, the Em Comm coordinator, reported that a short notice RACES exercise recently took place. 


Field Day, W6CX at Heather Farm and K6F at Mt Diablo, was reported as progressing with the report that Dale, 
AF6HD is handling press releases. 


There followed a discussion about the effect representing Pacificon at the Dayton Hamfest had. There was a 
spike in registrations that weekend. 


No grant support report was available. 


There was no old or new business. There was a report that the VE committee chairperson needed to be identi- 
fied in the carrier. There was discussion about who currently holds that position. 


At 8:13 pm there was a motion, seconded and approved, to adjourn. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Richard Fletcher, AF9RF, Secretary 
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MDARC Club Meeting Minutes June 15, 2012 


Presided over by Jim Siemons, AF6PU, President 
The meeting took place at 7:37 pm at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on Carol Lane in Lafayette, Ca. 
The meeting opened with a pledge of allegiance. 


Jim Siemons announced his assumption of the office of President after receiving confirmation that the elected 
President had resigned, citing time constraints as the reason. 


Trevor Hall spoke about the status of our internet service at Mt Diablo saying that we’ ve switched service to a 
different provider and that it was up and working at this time. 


Trevor also said that the negotiations with the N. Peak landlord are in progress. 
Tom Kramer, our E.C., announced an upcoming tour of the Caldema EOC at Mather AFB. 


Bill Ryan, the youth education chairman for Pacificon said that he is receiving help bringing youths into Ama- 
teur Radio. 


Larry Loomer said there would be a GOTA (Get On The Air) class held Thursday, July 19, 2012 at Satern. The 
hours will be from 7 to 9 PM. He also said there would be a Ham Cram in Rossmore June 16". The cost is $37 
and lunch is included. A new Tech license class will start Thursday, 8-16-2012 at Satern. The Benicia Radio 
Club is holding a VE session on June 29" at the fire station in downtown Benicia. 


President Jim, also Pacificon co-chair, called for more volunteers. He said also that it was highly likely that two 
American astronauts will be at this year’s event. 


Lauren Stiles, our Field Day chair, said that we will be starting to set up for the weekend next Friday at Noon. 
He needs nighttime operators. Lauren also expressed a need for volunteers for the Satern food drive June 30". 


Glenn Rickard re-capped his recent meeting at Satern where he exposed about two dozen hams to HSMM- 
MESH explaining the equipment needs to them. 


Treasurer Misa reported $36,603.53 in all accounts at the start of the month of June. 


The evening’s VE results werel Tech and 8 Extra class tests administered with all passing. Kudos was awarded 
to those persons. 


The presentation for evening was Stu Phillip, KOTU, describing amateur radio contesting and all of its personal 
rewards, not the least of which is learning to deal with sleep deprivation. 


The meeting resumed at 9:15 PM with no further old or new business. At 9:20 PM there was a motion, which 
was seconded and approved, to adjourn. 


Respectfully submitted 


Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 
Secretary 
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HAM RADIO OUTLET 


12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU ! 


Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 


HRO - 12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 
Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 
All HRO stores open 10AM-5:30PM, Telephone hours 9:30AM-5:30PM 


bf 
PeitiondOn 1-800-444-0047 


(503) 598-0555 /wh» 4.800-854-6046 
Salem, NH 
Oebiand, CA (603) 896-3750 
(510) 594-5757 
Sunnyvale, CA Denver, CO 1-800-644-4476 "RY "en Cate Oe 
(408) 736-9406 (303) 745-7373 
Woodbridge, VA 
Burbank, CA wW oodbridge. VA 
(819) 842-1786 ‘ aioe 
(714) 533-7373 wet ad Atlanta, GA ao 
San Diego. CA ( 351 (770) 263-6700 
(858) 560-4900 1-800-444- 


1 


rcleaes Calflora 


Cail Toll-Free From Alaska and Hawaii 


ASH 


Order Toll-Free From a Location Near You 
it your closest 800 number is busy. please call one of our other numbers, 
Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM Monday - Saturday 


For delivery charges or other information about ordering, please see our Frequently Asked 


HRO Store Contact Information 


Store E-mail Direct Toll Free Fax 

Anaheim, CA ana @hamradio.com 1-714-533-7373 1-800-854-6046 1-714-533-9485 
Atlanta, GA atl @hamradio.com 1-770-263-0700 1-800-444-7927 1-770-263-9548 
Burbank, CA bnk@hamradio.com _ 1-818-842-1786 1-800-854-6046 1-818-842-5283 
Denver, CO co@hamradio.com 1-303-745-7373 1-800-444-9476 1-303-745-7394 
Newcastle, DE del @hamradio.com 1-302-322-7092 1-800-644-4476 1-302-322-8808 
Oakland, CA oak @hamradio.com 1-510-534-5757 1-800-854-6046 1-510-534-0729 
Phoenix, AZ px @hamradio.com 1-602-242-3515 1-800-444-9476 1-602-395-1244 
Portland, OR or @hamradio.com 1-503-598-0555 1-800-854-6046 1-503-684-0469 
Salem, NH nh @hamradio.com 1-603-898-3750 1-800-444-0047 1-603-898-1041 


San Diego, CA sd@hamradio.com 
Sunnyvale, CA 


Woodbridge, VA 


sun @hamradio.com 
va@hamradio.com 


1-858-560-4900 
1-408-736-9496 
1-703-643-1063 
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1-800-854-6046 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-4799 


1-858-560-1705 
1-408-736-9499 
1-703-494-3679 


“wae The Carrier 

MOUNT J\RIABLO Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 23222 

= Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


AMATEUR RADIO CL 
WWW.MDARC.ORG 


www.mdarc.org 


FIRST CLASS 


October 12, 13, 14, 2012 


W6CX Nets and Repeater Frequencies Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 


Monday 7:00 pm Washington High School Net 147.060+ Every Thuasaay : 
http://www.coco-races.org/meetings/nets/ 


Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net —_147.060+ 6:35 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 


Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 


Thursday 8:00 pm General ATV Net = 1241.250+ 7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 


Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 
FM 147.060 MHz +/ PL 100Hz - EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 7:00 pm South County 146.355+ (77.0 PL) 


224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/ PL 100Hz 


http://www.dstarusers.org/viewrepeater.php?system=W6CX 
Dashboard link is: https://64.81.254.107/status.html 


ATV Input: 1289.25 MHz AM/FM. Outputs 1241.25 MHz AM 919.25 MHz AM 


ATV Internet Stream: http://www.wé6cxatv.net/live 


July 2012 and August 2012 Club Calendar 


Friday July 20, 2012 7:30pm MDARC General Meeting - 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Saturday August 4, 2012 9:00 am MDARC Technical Committee 
Environmental Center, 2581 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 


Monday August 6, 2012 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting **NOTE NEW LOCATION** 
Black Bear Diner, 700 Bancroft Road, Walnut Creek 


Friday August 17, 2012 7:30pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


